In September 1985, according to General Magnus Malan, Minister of Defence, South Africa was ninety-five percent self-sufficient in military production. In initiating its "preparedness programme" long before the 1977 mandatory arms embargo by the West, Malan said that the Republic was self-sufficient. This included the conception, design and development of armaments.
Speaking at the unveiling of the newest addition to South Africa's defence arsenal, the Cheetah fighter aircraft, in July 1986, State President P.W. Botha underscored the importance of technologically superior weapons systems when he said, "... we have come to expect that Armscor and the Defence Force ensure our security and we expect them to be at the forefront of technology." He also reiterated his theme that South Africa has developed its own highly sophisticated arms industry since the arms embargo against the Republic. He emphasized that Armscor had already achieved success in foreign marketing and "forcing the world to take cognizance of the unique ability which exists in South Africa ... " Corroborating Botha's statement is the 1987 Report of the U.S. Secretary of State's Advisory Committee on South Africa which states, "The South African Defence Force (SAD F) occupies an important position in the country's power structure ... is the best trained and equipped military on the African continent. It 62 is widely believed that the South African government possesses the ability to develop a tactical nuclear weapon capability." The report goes on, "The military's political influence and direct participation in the highest councils of government have increased substantially .....
The question of the arms embargo against South Africa has intensified the debate over whether, because of the embargo, South Africa is less dependent on outside sources, thereby forcing it to produce its own arms and thus creating a degree of independence heretofore not established previous to the 1963 and 1977 arms embargoes. Some pundits have argued that the arms embargo has not met the objectives of the international community but has managed to create a stronger SADF less dependent on the political whims of arms sales from external sources. The Secretary of State's Report followed this logic when it emphasized that South Africa has developed its own independent arms industry, which is nuw the third largest industrial group in the country, with some 16 000 employees. Furthermore, the Report states it is generally agreed that this would not have been possible without direct or indirect assistance from foreign sources (notably Israel, France and Taiwan).
With the foregoing in mind, the role of Armscor becomes of critical importance to those concerned with Southern Africa. So-called experts in our government should be analysing the role of Armscor in the military, political and economic structure of the Republic of South Africa (RSA). The interlocking industrial corporate structures that support Armscor, links with other national institutions and international states and/or bodies are the nexus of Armscor's sub rosa political power in Pretoria.
As a matter of hindsight, the United Nations arms embargo acted as a catalyst in the armaments production in South Africa.
Armscor generates interest as an integral part of the larger South African question. As such, the role of Armscor becomes critical in carrying out the policies of the South African Government. If South Africa is able to counter the mandatory arms embargo through circumventing the em-bargo and/or satisfactorily manufacturing its armaments needs, a so-called mandatory arms embargo becomes mute.
Moreover, as the world's major gold producer, South Africa's economic position has been able to expand significantly into other industrial areas forming a solid national economic base reducing its vulnerability to foreign pressures. With this in mind, the Republic's armaments industry becomes increasingly important. It follows, then, that the scope, direction and role of Armscor, coupled with the domestic industry's interlocking structures, are important facets in answering the country's future security. The economic power, political will, public determination, technical expertise and zeal of the Republic coupled with its pariah status in the international community happen to be a unique subject that warrants continuous media coverage. Although various types of pressures are being exerted on South Africa, there is little visible evidence that the Republic is meaningfully modifying its policy on political franchise. A matter of concern is the possibility that sanctions and the arms embargo may have the opposite effect. A case can be made to show a cause/effect relationship of the arms embargo and the growing self-sufficiency of the South African Defence Industry. On the other hand, the broad scope of Armscor's programmes and the defence policy as outlined in the latest South African White Paper on Defence and Armaments Supply, are indicators of the Republic's determination to resist outside pressure and to "go it alone" in its pursuit of internal policy.
Certain events acted as catalysts in Armscor's creation in response to the RSA's increased security and defence requirements. International criticism, domestic turbulence in the black communities, the insurgency in Namibia, sanctions and the arms embargo hastened the necessity for a monolithic coordinating body for the domestic control of weapons systems. Thus, the result was the rising prominence of Armscor with the attendant industrial, political and economic power. Commandant Piet Marais, chairman of Armscor, speaking on the number of people employed in armaments production, emphasized that Armscor was "the third or fourth biggest employer in South Africa".
Where does South Africa stand in relation to existing weapons systems, the ability to maintain these systems and state-of-the-art technology? There is factual and discernable evidence by 63 international defence analysts that Pretoria's armaments industry is a growing phenomena. Like so many efforts by the U.S. and others, sanctions and embargoes are not having the desired effect. In fact, blacks are increasingly being economically deprived and South Africa is becoming stronger, economically and militarily.
When will we learn to be more adept at persuasion through covert efforts rather than circus events performed in Washington? It becomes critical that the holy bandwagon of South Africa "bashers" start doing their homework and concentrate on the results of their actions rather than the lemming-like pursuits of misled mindless moralities.
Opinions expressed by individual contributors do not necessarily reflect the official viewpoint of the SADF.
Persoonlike menings in the loop van 'n artikel uitgespreek, word nie noodwendig deur die SAW onderskryf nie. 
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